
              Teaching Notes
                           Series: Being the Church 
                                    Week Five

Acts 4:29-30 (NLT) 29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants,
great boldness in preaching your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with healing power;
may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant
Jesus.” 

What they didn’t ask for:

What they did ask for:

Acts 4:32-37 (NLT)   32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt
that what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had.33 The
apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great
blessing  was upon them all.34 There were no needy people  among them, because
those  who owned land  or  houses  would  sell  them35 and  bring  the money  to  the
apostles  to  give  to  those  in  need.36 For  instance,  there  was  Joseph,  the  one  the
apostles nicknamed Barnabas (which means “Son of Encouragement”). He was from
the tribe of Levi and came from the island of Cyprus.37 He sold a field he owned and
brought the money to the apostles. 

The best:

Acts 5:1-6 (NLT)
1 But there was a certain man named Ananias who, with his wife, Sapphira, sold some
property.  2 He brought part  of the money to the apostles,  claiming it was the full
amount. With his wife’s consent, he kept the rest.  3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, why
have you let Satan fill your heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of
the money for yourself.  4 The property was yours to sell or not sell, as you wished.
And after selling it, the money was also yours to give away. How could you do a thing
like  this?  You weren’t  lying  to us  but  to God!”  5 As  soon as  Ananias  heard these
words, he fell to the floor and died. Everyone who heard about it was terrified. 6Then
some young men got up, wrapped him in a sheet, and took him out and buried him. 

When  ________________ good  becomes  more  important  than  ____________
good… our ___________ will come out. 

Acts  5:12-16  (NLT)   12 The  apostles  were  performing  many  miraculous  signs  and
wonders  among  the people.  And  all  the  believers  were meeting  regularly  at  the
Temple in the area known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 But no one else dared to join
them, even though all the people had high regard for them.  14 Yet more and more
people believed and were brought to the Lord—crowds of both men and women.
15 As a result of the apostles’ work, sick people were brought out into the streets on
beds and mats so that Peter’s shadow might fall across some of them as he went by.
16 Crowds  came from the villages  around Jerusalem,  bringing  their  sick  and those
possessed by evil spirits, and they were all healed. 

The Master’s  kingdom was  _______________ as  they faithfully carried out  their
__________.

Expect ________________________ from those with the most to lose.

Acts  5:17-21 (NLT)  17 The high priest  and his  officials,  who were Sadducees,  were
filled with jealousy.18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.19 But
an angel of the Lord came at night, opened the gates of the jail, and brought them
out. Then he told them,20 “Go to the Temple and give the people this message of
life!”21 So  at  daybreak  the  apostles  entered  the  Temple,  as  they  were  told,  and
immediately began teaching. 

Acts 5:40-42 (NLT)
40 The others accepted his advice. They called in the apostles and had them flogged. 
Then they ordered them never again to speak in the name of Jesus, and they let them
go.41 The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had counted them worthy 
to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus. 42 And every day, in the Temple and from 
house to house, they continued to teach and preach this message: “Jesus is the 
Messiah.” 

___________________ shouldn’t surprise us… neither should it  _______________
us.

The  only  time  we  will  be  resistance-free  is  if  we  _________ doing  anything
_______________ opposing!

Homework: God, please make me a ___________  __________________ this week!
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